
  City of Fort Atkinson 
  Parks & Recreation’s Office 
  30 N. Water St. W. 
  Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
IN PERSON AND VIA ZOOM 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 – 4:00 PM 
CITY HALL – SECOND FLOOR 

 

MINUTES 
1. Call Meeting to Order 

Vice Chairperson Johnson called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Present: Bruce Johnson, Robert Cassiday, and Steve Mahoney. Also present: Parks and 
Recreation Director Brooke Franseen, Becky Binz with MSA, and Emily Soderberg with 
MSA. 
 
Absent: Michael Williams, Don Neste, Ryan Baldry, and Becky Romens 
 

3. Review and possible action relating to the minutes of the June 8, 2022 Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board meeting 
There was no action taken due to the lack of a quorum and tabled to the next meeting.  

 
4. Review and discussion relating to the Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP) 

(Becky Binz, MSA) 
Emily and Becky reviewed the results of the survey. 
The majority of the responses who said they had not participated in Parks & Rec 
activities in the last year was due to COVID. 

 
MSA solicited feedback on the priority rankings of the preliminary recommendations. 
MSA suggested to keep more projects or items in the CORP to make it easier to apply for 
grants when appropriate instead of amending the CORP to include missing projects. 
 
It was discussed to remove portable ballfield fences for Memorial Park. If Lacrosse 
comes to Fort Atkinson, it would either be played at the Football Fields, Endl Park, or 
possibly FAYSA soccer fields. Lacrosse is a spring sport and would conflict with baseball. 

 
There was discussion on the labyrinth requested for Wilcox Park. There may not be 
enough acreage at Wilcox Park, but like the idea. Remove it from Wilcox Park and put it 
in a general recommendation for possible future parks.  
 
Future land mixed use around the proposed neighborhood park #1 in the map of 
Proposed Parks & Trails.  
 



 
 

MSA shared the map of a 10-minute walk radius from parks to homes in Fort Atkinson 
and it nearly covers the entire City. Meaning most houses in Fort Atkinson have a park 
they could walk to within 10 minutes.  
 
MSA suggestion: splashpad at Ralph and connect to Glacial River Trail through the 
railroad. Opportunities may still use the railroad by Ralph Park. Trail funding is available 
for transitioning a trail on the railroad. Could couple splash pad with extension of trail 
connection for grant opportunities. It would also connect regional trails (outside of 
Fort). May be a parking issue if another amenity is added to Ralph Park. MSA is going to 
have their landscape architect look at the area near the Wheels Park to see if parking 
and splash pad is ideal. It’s important to keep all pool amenities separate and spread out 
throughout the City. 
 
DNR won’t fund something that people have to pay for. For example, if there are 
admissions cost to enter a splash pad, the project would not be eligible for grants. 

 
5. Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 14 at 4:00 pm 

 
6. Adjournment 

Cassiday moved, seconded by Mahoney to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brooke Franseen 
Parks and Recreation Director 


